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T might ſeem ſtrangely prepoſterous, and a Thing 
altogether unſeaſonable, That ſuch eager Diſputes 
ſhould be on Foot ; and ſuch ſedulous Endeavours us'd 
tro Exclude a Preſumprtive Heir to a Kingdom, as if 
| the King were upon his Death-bed, or elle lying in State 
ready for Interment ; whereas on the contrary , with all due 
acknowledgment to Heaven for it, we find the immediate 
Poſleſlor of the Throne ſtill alive ; and which is more, in a con- 
dition of health, and firmneſs of conſtitution, with that lir- 
tle difference of age, that promiſes but very {mall hopes of 
a Survivorſhip : A Thing ſcarce to be parallell'd in Hiſtory , 

that ſuch continual Knells ſhould be rung in a Prince's Ears , 
before Mortality it ſelf has given the leaſt Alarum co his ſelt- 
| -edcaying ſtrength. 


B Buc 
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But when we conſider whatAſſaffinations have been deſigned 
againſt his Sacred Perſon, what care has been taken to haſten 
him out of the World, and accelerate the ſlow pace of com- 
mon Fate: When we conſider upon what Foundations the 
Afpirer builds his hopes, upan what bopes his Aſſiſtants lend 
their helping hands , how heis hurry'd on by the Enemies 
of the Kingdom, whoſe advantages depend upon the Ruin 
of the Religion and Laws of the Nation by his Advance : 
We cannot then blame Swaxn-Allegiance and Loyalty for 
Iiſtning to the voice of - unanimous Teſtimony, and for being 
in hourly fears, as looking upon their Sovereign, their Shield 


of Defence and Protection, in howrly danger, and as it were 
every minute at Deaths door. 


Theſe are the Alarums, Theſe the Terrours and Afrights 
that provoke the loud cries of the people, that awaken 
their jealouſie, and inflame their indignation to ſee their Princes 
Live ſo direly menac'd, and his Herle delign'd to make a 
Bridg for Roman Catholick Ambition to walk over his Blood 
to the deſtruction of thejr Religion, their Laws and Liberties. 


-* And here it is, That the ſevere Remedy of Excluſion, may 
be deemed ſcaſonably applicable to the violence of the threat- 
ning Diſtemper ; and that there may be reaſon ſufficient to di- 
ſpute theRight of a Succefſion detrimental to the veryConſtituti- 
ons of aGovernment,and to prevent the ruinous hopes of bloud- 


thirſty deſigns. For veniente occurrite morbo, is a Maxim no leſs 


-unqueſtionable in reference to the Welfare of the State, than the 
health of the Body. 


Machiavel himſelf, whoſe Politicks are ſo much condemn'd, 
as to this very point, diſcourſes more according to the Rules of 
Piety andChriſtianity,than of Ragion'd Stato. For under theTitle 
Oxella che fa perdere un Regno a un Re ci fia hereditario di Quello 
ſappine priucips, (faith he) que a quell hora chei comminciano a rompere 
te leggi, & quelli-modi, e quelle conſuetudini che, uno antiche, &* ſotto 
to quals huomini longo tempo ſono vinuti, cominciano perdere to ſtato. Prin- 
ces are to know, that at that time that they begin to break the Laws , and 
9% : thoſe 
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thoſe uncient Mammers und Cuſtoms under which the people have bin long 
govern'd, they-begin to lofe their Sovereignty. 

I do-not find bur rhart Richard the Third was as Loyal a Sub- 
ze&, and as fairhtu) a Councellor to his Brother as any then 
living, which perhaps was the reaſon that he was admitted 
with o little oppoficion to the Crown, upon a beliet that he 
who was ſo good a Subject,could not-prove an illKing. It betag 
the Character of a good Prince to ebey, and not to command 
the Laws. 


Burt for a Prince, while a ſubject to give apparent Symp- 
toms of his ill intentions betore he comes to the Crown , 
what does he do bur give a fair warning of the danger of his 
being entruſted with thoſe ſacred Jewels of the Subject's Birth- 
right, their Religion, and their Liberty ? 


As for the Succeſſion of Princes in General, there is this to 
be fairly aſſerted, That it is a moſt undoubted and unqueſtionas 
ble means to preſerve a Kingdom from the bloody and ruinous 
Conteſts of ambitious Pretenders and Uſurpers. Bur on the 
other ſide, the conſpicuous Precedents in Sacred Writ; The 
numerous examples of its interruption in the prophane fins 
of all Nations, Empires and Monarchies evidently demon- 
ſtrate , that it has no ſolid and hrm Foundation, either from 
the one or the other. For in the Houle of Saxl we find it in- 
rerrupted by the appointment of God himſelf ; in the Line of 
David by Paternal Choice, upon the Challenge of his promiſe 
made to Bathſheba andNathan,the Prophet,after which the King- 
dom of [ſrael,the beſt part of the JewiſhDominion was rent from 
the whole Poſterity of Solomon which is no more than what the 
Bible, open to all vulgar eyes, confrms : to which I may allo 
add , that the Royal Scepter of the Hebrew Monarchy was 
confer'd upon Judah, the Fourth Son, to the utr-r defeating 
of Reubim, Simeon and Levi, the three Eldeſt. 


Among the __ we find the Succeſſion tothat Em- 
pire, notwithſtanding the Allyance of Darius to the Imperial 
Family, Diſputed among ſeven Pretenders, till the reſt of 

the 
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the Competitors were over-reached by the Cunning of a 
Groom. Tam levi momento Regnum Per ſarum in unum collatum et. 

The Succeſſion - of Artamenes and Xerxes, the Sons of 
Darius, was referr'd to 4rtaphernes their Uncle who preferr'd 
Xerxes the younger Brother. 

To this Ancient Monarchy of the Perſians , Alexander puts 
a final Period: Who , though he left his Princeſs at the ſame 
time big with Iſſue, ſurrendred his Conqueſt to which he had 
the moſt undoubtedRight of diſpoſal in the World, to the 
mot Worthy. 


Among the Romans, Lineal Deſcent took little place, 
while the Imperial Dignity was ſo frequently at the De- 
votion of the Legionary Acclamations. 

In the Faſtern Empire, ſettled by Conſtantine the Great 
nothing was more common, than the diſappointed Claim of 
Inheritance, defeated by the cunning contrivance of fair and 
{pecious Pretences ; which wherever they may be allow- 
ed, or admit of Diſpute , invalidate all poſitive Aſſertion of 
immutable Dominton. | 

Among the Ancient Inhabitants of this very Iſland , 
after the Death of Lud Belin, We find that though that Prince 
had left two Sons under Age, the Britams judging them unkic 
to ſucceed in the Government, after the manner of moſt Nati- 
ons of that Time, faith the Hiſtorian , made Choice of the 
neareſt in Merit, as well as in Kin, who was Caſſebelon, Un- 
cle to tne Minors. 


Andragorinis , or Mandubrace, proving falſe to his Country , 
was put beſide the privilege of his Birth, and his younger 
Brother preferr'd. 


Admineus the Eldeſt Son of Cynobelin, endeavouring to betray 
his Countrey in the Life-time of his Father , was put by the 
Succeſſion after his Father's Deceale. 

Aﬀeer the Death of Uther Pendragon , the queſtion was , 
whether Uther's Siſter , the Legitimate Female-Heir , or 4r- 
thur , the Illegitimate Male-Heir, being only the Natural Son 


of 
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of Uther by the Dutcheſs of Cornwall ſhould take place ; bur the 
Diſpute was decided in favour of Arthur : Next to whom was 


Conſtantine preferr'd before others, much nearer in Bloud tothe 
Royal Family. | 


In like manner Edward the Confeſſor was preferr'd before the 
Sons of Edmond Ironſides ; And William the Norman recommended 
the Ele&tion of his younger Son to his Ringdom, bequeathing 
only his Dukedom to his Elcdſt Oft-Ipring 


Laſtly, not to travel any farther 2mong other Nations or 
Kingdoms , the bloudy Conteſts in this Iſland between the 
Two Houles of Lancaſter and ork, that colt ſuch [Dcluges 
of Bloud , while the Sword diſculs'd the deſtructive Argu- 
ments of Succeſſion , plainly convince us that Princes them- 
ſelves do not blieve the Right of Inheritance to be poſi- 
tively aſcertained by the Laws either of God or Nature. 


Nevertheleſs, alchough the Succeſſion of Princes in gene- 
ral have bin a Diſpute ſo frequently argu'd both by the 
Pen and Sword, almoſt in all Ages, and all Nations, and 
a Theme lo loudly controverted at this day, yet it isnot to 
ſtity neither to be maintain'd , but that when a Succeſſi- 
on 1s once determin'd, the Tve ot the Subje&'s Obedience 
is indifſoluble, unleſs the exorbitant Ravages of deſtructive 
Tyranny fiſt diſcntangle and unloole the Gordian Knor. 
For without command and obedience the world would be 
a perfe&t Chaos. And as Monarchy approaches the near- 
eſt to the Government of the Supream Monarch of Mo- 
narchs, and of all Created Beings ; ſo there is nothing of 
which Mankind, that cannot live without ſubjection, oughc 
to he more awtully tender, than of breaking the Bonds of 
Allegiance and Fidelity to the moſt perte&t Form of Go- 
vernment under the Skie. A Government ſo conformable 
to the Pattern of Heaven, that Plato wiſh'd no greater 

C happi- 
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1appincls to the World , than that all Mankind were un- 
der the Dominion of one King; then, ſairh He, would the 
whole Race of Men be m a bleſt condition , when Governed by 
ove Monarch. War and Bloudſhed would ceaſe ; nor would the 
various Intereſts , the Fealouſies and Ambition of Princes , engage 
one another as they do to the mutual deſtruttion, both of themſelves 
and their people ; when ſo many different and dijtinguiſh'd Nations 
Tere reduc'd as it were ito one Faxuly , under one King and Ea- 
ther. 


Neither is the Allegiance of Subjects to their lawful Prin- 
c2s a The of Cuſtom, bur an Oblig ation of Conſcience - as being 
the only Cauſe of the Peace and 'Tranquillity of all King- 
doms and Emp:res; and therefore frequently enjoyn'd in 
Holy Writ by the great God of Order and Peace him- 
felf. For which Reaſons, they who make it their Buſineſs 
to alienate the Fidelity of Subje&ts from their lawful So- 
yereigns are the worſt of men, under whatever Maſque 
or gaudy diſguiſe they conceal the iniquity of their de- 
ſigns, and a&t the ſame part with the Prince of Confu- 
ſion, while the one foments and cherithes Rebellion againſt 
God, the other againſt his Vicegerentss They are the 
publick Diſturbers of the Worlds Order and Tranquillity, 
and are to be lookt upon as the common Nulances of Man- 
kind, and the publick Enemies to God and Nature. 


On the other fide, They who will admit no Bounds 
or Limits to circumſcribe the power of Sovereign Com- 
mand , milſguiding Credulity through the oblcure Coverts 
of Adulation, and officioully Treacherous to the Di&tates 
of their own Conſciences , as frequently ſhipwrack the 
Fortunes of their flatter'd Princes as their own. Fer theſe 
delulive Tempters having wrought in their Sovereigns an 
Opinion of being more than Human , with equal flatteries 
perſwade thei, to challenge a Power more abſolute over 


the 
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the ſame Duſt and Earth, than ever God aflur'd over the 
deſpicable Vaſlals of his All-commanding Omniporency: For- 
getting that the Mighty King of Kings, when he had cho- 
len to himſelf a peculiar Peogfs: among the Sons of Men, 
deſcended to conditional Agreements, and 'Treates with 
Low Mortality, by way of Article and Covenant ; If you, 
will be my People, I will be your God; and all was for their ovn 
Welfare, their own Safety, and their own Renown. "The Vi- 
tory, Peace, Plenty, and the Diuturnity of all chele 
Blefings being ſtill the enjoy'd Rewards of their Obedi- 
ence. to their Heavenly Monarch, and their acknowledg- 
ments of his Royal Favours. 


And therefore, 1:1 h Tacitus of Tiberius, Tucrepuit eos qui 
divinas occupationes ipſumpue Dommum dixerant, And Claudius 
tharply reprehended Lipſamus , tor propoling him to be call'd 
the Father of the Senate. 


The Noble Dane Canutus knew better Things, than to 
be flatter'd into a beliet of his uncontrollable power, by 
thoſe that gave him the Title of a God : Whom he there- 
fore carry'd to the Sea, and made them aſham'd to ſec that 
their God with all his Arbitrary Power could not {o much as 
controll the dilobedient Tide : , ner do theſe very Flatterers 
themſelves coniider, that the Power of Sovereignty is ne- 
ver more circumſcrib'd and limited, than when it lies fer- 
ter d in the Inlenſible Chains of guilded Adulation , while 
they Uſurp the Lawlels Power ſo much contended for , 
and proſtitute their weak Arguments to juſtifie the Illegal 
Acts by themlelves committed , under the pretence of un- 
limited Prerogarive. 


In ſhort, conformable ro what has been already ſaid , 
that 'tis a vanity to aflert Sovereign Prerogative to be 
without Bounds or Limits, the lofty Pride and conceal'd 
Ambition of Tyberius could not choole but acknowledge , 
when he call'd himſelf Dominum Servoram , Militum Imperato- 


rem, 
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rem , ceterorum Principem; A Lord of Slaves, a Commander of 
Souldiers, but the Prince only of others. The beſt of Princesin 
all Hiſtories, either by their Words or Actions always mani- 
felted their dillike of exorbigifyt Government in themlelves, 
and blam'd it highly in others: Well underſtanding , 
That that Prince, whoever he be, who commands the 
hearts and affeftions of his People, commands with a 
f:r more abſolute power, than the fevereſt Tyrant in the 
World, which Nero utterly abandon'd at his unpitied 
end, found tro be true; the firſt proteſt Tyrant of 
the Julian Line, that ever thought of FExorbitant Prero- 
eative, and the Diſſolution of the Senate. 


If then it be ſo undeniably true, that Sovereign Empire 
is confin'd within its proper Bounds and Limits, which 
are the Welfare of the Prince himſelf, and the Safety of 
his People ;. the queſtion will be, whether the Determina- 
tion of Succeſſion be within the Verge of thoſe Limits 
or no? 


For anſwer , to which, "There can be none more convin- 
cing Argument given , than the practice of our Kings them- 


fſelve;, Recorded in the Stories of their ſeveral Reigns. 


Wilham the Norman, as William of Malmsbury writes , gave 


the Kingdom of England by Will to Rufus his younger 


Son, without regard however to the Right of Deſcent, 
| bequeathing his Dutchie of Normandy only to Robert his 
Eldeſt Off-ſpring. Oldenburger , in the ſecond part of his 


his Theſauruserum publicarum , varies ſomewhat from the for- 


er Author : For ſpeaking firſt of the Norman himſelf, he ſaith, 


that though he ſeem'd to enjoy the Kingdom by the Title of 
Conqueſt, yet he founded his Right upon the Eleftion of the 


People ; for that by the Teſtimony of all the Laws and Hi- 


 ſtorians of that Time, he was after his Victory Created and 
 Flef&ted by the conſent of the people. As for his leaving the 


Kingdom to his Son Rufus by Will, the ſame Author makes 
no mention of it, but rather aflerts the contrary, Quoting 


out of an Old Book, call'd Liber Cadomenſis, or the Book 


of 
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of Catn in Normandy, theſe very words of the Nozmans ow) 
ſaying, Neminem Regni Anglie Conſtitua Heredem ; non enim tans 
tum Decus Hereditario jure poſſe: IT Appoint no Heir to the 
Kingdom of England ; For 1 did not enjoy ' great an Honour by 
right of Inheritance, and therefore he only recommended His 
Son William to the Peers of the Nation, who was there- 
upon Ele&ted by the People. ._ 

Burt whether the Father made a VVill or no, it is nor 
material ; For the Son had fo little regard to it, that he 
rather Choſe to have his Title Confirm'd by the People. 
which aftes a long Conſultation, was at length done by 
a General Aſſembly -of their Repreſentatives Conyen'd at 
Weſtminſter. 

After him, Henry his Brother, ſaich the Hiſtorian, was 
Elefed King ; which perhaps was the Reaſon; he thought 
the ſame way the moſt ſafe for the ſerling of the Suc- 
ceſſion upon his Son. However it were, he found he had 
bur lictle reaſon to truſt ro the ſecurity of a VVill after 
his Deceaſe. And therefore he would not be farisf'd till ha- 
ving call'd a Council of the Peers, and Leading Perſons 
of the Nation, he had won them to-{wear Allegiance to 
the young Prince, and. Sworn them to admit him to the 
Throne . he his Death. t SE 

Henry the-Second Had the ſame 1}l Opinion of the Sufficien- 
cy of a Will; that he could not be at eaſe, till he had 
Commanded his Parliament at Weſtminſter, and by the con- 
ſent of the Lords and Commons had Crowned his Son 
Partner with Him in His Kingdom. | 

Edward the Third, That Magnanimous and Glotious 
Prince, ſhewed himſelf to be of the ſame Judgment. For 
upon the Death of His Son Eqdward' the Black Prince, He 
did not think the Succeſſion of His Grand-Child Richard 
the Second ſafe, till he had procured it to be firmely ſertl'd by 
Authority of Parliament, which he called for that purpole. 

Henry the Fourth, A Wiſe and Valiant Prince, no way 
deſirous to rruft to the weak Foundation of a- ſingle Will, 
followed the Steps of his Predeceſlors, and the better to aſſure 
the Inheritance of England and France to His Poſtetity, by. a 
Special A of Parliament in the firſt Year of His Reign, 
Cauſed it to be ſerled upon- the Heirs of his Body _—_ 

D There- 
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Thereupon Prince Henry was Decreed Heir apparent, 


ro Succeed him in the Realm ; which it he did withour 1(- 


ſue was to remain to the Lord T homas, the Kings lecond 
Son; the remainders to the Lord Jobn, che Third, and the 
Lord Humphrey, the fourth Son, and the Heirs of their Bo- 
dy begotten. By which, all Claims, Titles, and Ambi- 


guities to the Crown were avoided, ſo Jong as any of 


thoſe Princes were living or had flue. Harry the - Seventh, 
after he had procur'd the Parliament to confirm. his own 
weak Title, with the ſame Prudence and foreſight pro- 
curd the Lords and Commons to fettle the Inheritance 
of the Crowns of England: and Frauce upon him, and the 
Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten without regard to as 
ny other. 45 | | 

In King Henry the Bight's time, ſeveral Acts were made 
for ferling the Succeſſion, which were alter'd as flue was Born 
to the King by variety of. Wives. And at length they 


 Deriv'd a plenary Authority to him (for which he acknows 


ledg'd the great Truſt and Confidence which his. Los 


 ving Subjects had in him) by his Letters Patents unde 
| his Seal, or his lat Will in VVricing fign'd with : his 
Hand, for lack of Iſſue lawfully Begotten of his Body, to give, 
limit, aſſigne, appoint, and diſpoſe Pf the." Imperial. Crown # the 
| Realm, to what ' Perſon or Perſons, or for ſuch eſtate in the. ſame, 
| and under ſuch Conditions as ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty ; Provis 
| ded, That if any of his Children, or any ather Perſon, to whom he 
' ſhould Diſpoſe of- tht Succeſſion, by Vertue of. thoſe Afts, ſhould 
make any Claim, or © hallenge any Title to the Crawn, contrary to 
the Form, Degree, or ( onditions limited by the King, by Vertue 


and" Authority of thoſe Afts, that ſuch" Offenders and:their Abettars 


ſhould be deem'd gulty of- High Treaſon. 


By which it is plain that the Authority of the King be« 
ing only Derivative, ' was . inferior” to. the Authority from 
whence it was Deriv'd. | 

King James. indeed was. by the Will of Queen Elizabeth 
declared her Succeſſor, though not known. till after her 
Deceaſe: Yet not-withſtanding that Will, he was. recog- 
niz'd and Confirmed by the Parliament, who. finding the 
Will- of the Queen Conformable to the firſt Entail ypon 


iſſue of Hen. 7. (for the Entail by Vertue of the 25. of hes 


Father 
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Facher, was void by her Death without Iſſue), chey thought 
it not reaſon to contradict a Lawftull Ticle (6 Advan:ages 
ous to the Kingdom. x" a | 
- So thar if matter of Fact, and Lytera Scripza.may be taken 
for Truch, che Power of ferljng the Delcenc and lnheri- 
tance to the Crown 'of this Kingdom, bas been all along 
either in the Grand Councels, or. Conventions ,of the Three 
Eſtates of the Kingdom. | | 

And for afarther Evincement of this, wefind, that by the 
Statute of the 1 3. of Fx; it is made no leſs than High Treaſon 
ro Afhrm, That the Queen with, and by the Conſent. of the Pare 
liament of England, is not Able to make Laws and Statutes of ſuf 

tent Force and Validity to Bind, Limit, Reſtrain, and Govern 
all Perſons,” their Rights: and Titles, that in any wiſe may or might 
Clam any Intereſt or Poſſibility to the Crown of England, ne. 
mainder, Inheritance, or otherwiſe howſoever. ©, © 

The Perſan that pretends to Anſwer the Churafter of a Po- 
piſh Succeſſor, takes na Notice of the Practice. of- Kings and 
Parliaments, . before: Henry. the Eighth., But he'ippleas'd.,co 
allow, that thoſe Acts were: Neceſſary to be made, - tn regard 
the frequent Marriages, and: Divorces, |ayd Attainders. of that Prins 
ce's. Wives, might make: the; Right of. Deſcent Diſputable 3 but; Ris 
diowenſhy, and Weak ud, when i + Clear to the Bloukh Aypre 
benſims, who:is the True: Succeſſor; Nuy,, (faith he). thoſe Statutes 
were made to. Confirm, wang ig, carr Ser 

Suppoſe it: ſa ; to the fame. Igtens. and, Purpoſe, were tnade 
all the Statutes abour Sueceſſion: imthe Reigns) ofthe: former 
Kings : Yet, with his Favour,; where ſeveraliTifles WEre..on 
foot, that had. both. Sucqefſively prevail Þ,in their Turns; 
there follows certainly;ngs; only an Alteratiom, but an:As 
brogation of that Title; againſt which, another. js.fer up. For 
no Man can be ſo: ſtupid;: as: to think that Hexyi of Lanca- 
ſter. could ba: Advane'd; to; the- Throne; of. Richard: of York, 
without an Abſolute Alteration ofthe! Deſcens,. ; . But whe? 
ther:they weremade:to:4lter or. Confom,, that is not the. Points 
but, Whether the King could have dope;His Buljneſs, ,withs 
out thoſe Ads? If He: conld-nor,; than-the Payer of. Suc- 
ceſfion was in the Parliament::- 1t-He: conld; the Acts, of Parle 
ment Were in. vain, and. there" was no-Neceflity;ar.all..of their, 


being Made ; when the King's Laſt Wil | Teltament, in am 
"SEL | 214 | SL ,OAbſoluce. 
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Abſolute Capacity, had been undoubtedly ſufficient for His 
Purpoſe. 

And whereas he ſayes, *Tis now ſo plain to the Blindeſt Appres 
benſtons, who is the True $ ucceſſour : Hinc ille Lachryme; Thence 
ariſes the Unhappy and Untortunare Diſpute. A Diſpute the 
more freely to be Proſecurted, becaule it has its Foundation up- 
on the Principles of Honeſty, Right, and Juſtice : A Diſpute, 
not berween the Sovereign in Poſlefſion, and the Subject z 
but between Subject and Subje& : A Diſpute, of which the 
Maintainers have no ſmall reaſon to bluſh, becauſe managed 
with ſo much Hear in favour of an Aſpirer, before he, whom 
is moſt coneern'd, ever thought of it, or mention'd it him- 
ſelf : A Diſpute, in which there are no greater Arguments 
for the Silence of the Upholders, than the firſt Occaſions thar 
gave it Being. | 

Nor 1s it ſuch a Blindneſs of Apprehenſion in others, not 
ro ſee who is the True Succeſſor, when the Truſtee's of the 
whole Nation, in whom the Determination reſts, are at a 
Loſs themſelves, and draw the Important Reaſons of their 
Jealouſies, from the Dangerous Conſequences of an over- 
baſty Claimer's ſuſpe&ed Intentions. 

' TheDefſire of Continuing the Succeſſion to their Poſterity, 
in all the Precedeats already recited, had its Original from the 
Paternal Inclinations of the Princes rthemſelves.: Here the 
Argument moves upon far different Springs, and- has its Riſe 
from Precipitate Ambition, and Aſpiring Thoughts. The 
King is Luſty,Healthy,Strong, and without any Symptoms of 
ſtopping almoſt in the Half Career of a long Life : The 
Controverſie unſeaſonble, and ill tim'd, which renders ir 
fuſpected. Forreign Negotiations amuſe us on the one fide ; 
the proud Attempts of Aflaſſination aſtoniſh us on the other ; 
The Stifflings of Diſcovery, and the Palpable Endeavours to 

gap the Mouth of Truth, have pur the Kingdom into ſuch a 

Conſternation, that the People arc almoſt at their Wir's End: 

And theſeare the Alarums, that awaken the Publick Fear, thar 

flept ſo ſecurely before. Dl 

To fippecks the! Joud Complaints of theſe Miſcarriages, 
the Stirring, -Adverſe Party make moſt Hideous Out-Cryes 
of Deſigns againſt Monarchy, Machinations againſt the whole 
Regal Line ; crying out Fire, Fire, after they have ſet the Na- 
tion in a-Combuſtion themſelves, Burt 


[ 13 ] 


But the different Steerage of the Pilots, - eafily 
diſcovers che Frand . of thele Deluſive Clamours : 
While the One, by- furling only che Top- fails of 
Monarchy, that would oversſet it in the Storm, en« 
deavour to Con it into the Harbour of Peace and 
Tranquillity ; the Other handing out all Sails in the 
Tempeſt, and ſwelling them with the violent Guſts 
of Arbitrary Fury, and Unlimicted Will, run ic upon 
all the Rocks imaginable of Diſhonour, and ill Suc+ 
ceſs. Theſe are bur thundering Exclamations- of bad 
Inſtruments, with which they endeavour to Encounz 
rer the Oppoſers of their Evil Management. Upon 
whom they will never be able to faſten their Calum- 
nies, till they our-doe them in their Magnanimous 
Atrempts, for the Publick Good. 

Were it Lawful to invoke the Immediate Decis 
fion of Heaven, there is no Queſtion to me made, 
bur that it would ſoon appear, which of the T'wo 
did Reverence their Prince with the moſt Religious 
Duty, and Unintereſted Obedience ; and which would 
be moſt ready to ſacrifice their Lives for his Pros 
ſperiry. Then ic would appear, how far theſe Ac. 
cus'd and Calumniz'd Worthies are from defigning 
either againſt their Prince, or his Poſtericy. Crimes 
imcompatible with their untainted Honour, their un- 
blemiſh'r- Piety, and the Genius that Guides and En- 
livens their Undertakings. 2 
_ Cerrainly, ir CN conceal'd from. the Undera 
ſtanding of all Good and Judicious Men, how high 
a piece of Ingraticude ic would be, to offer the leaft 
Injury to that Succeſſion, that has been fo, Advanta- 
eous to this' Nation, in putting an End to thoſe 
Fatal Contentions berween the Red, and the White 
Roſe, which over - flow'd the Kingdom with ſuch 
Crimſon Inundations, and left no Corner of the 
Land unſprinkled with the blended Streams of 
Widows Tears, and the Blood of Brethren, Foes, 
and Hoſtile Parents. And, in the Second place, by 

k Uniting 
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Uniting Two Potent Kingdoms formeily in Conti- 
nual Wars, one with another, to the vaſt exhau- 
ſting their Exchecquers, and the Ineſtimable Treaſure 


of their Subje&ts Blood. 
However, if there be any Canker'd Branch, that 


would Infe& the Ropal Oak of Brittain ; they are 
not to be blam'd, who endeavour to Preſerve their 
Prince, whom they ſo entirely Love, and whoſe Life 
they have ſo much Reaſon to wiſh Long and Happy, 
from the Ambuſcado's of Conlanguiniry. 

Hence then it appears, Thar there is {one parti- 
cular Perſon, who is thought Uncapable of Succeeding 
to the Imperial Crown of England. 


And hence proceeds the Controverſy, that has rais'd 


ſo loud a Diſpute in the Kingdom. A molt certain 
Argument of Engliſh Reverence to Monarchy, and their 
Prince; when only the Brother of their King ſhall 
have ſo many Adherents and Followers in a Bad 
Cauſe : So unwilling they are to believe, that a Prince 
ſo nearly related to their Sovereign, can do an ill 
Thing. 


Now then, the Queſtions that ariſe upon this Diffes | 


rence, are : 
Firſt, Whether the Parliament, and im them the People, 
have any Power to mterfere im the Determination of 'T his 


Succeſfron. 
| Secondly, If they have, Whether the Reaſons which 


they alledge, are ſufficiently Prevalent to Alter. the Succeſſi- 


on. 

For the Deciſion of the Firſt Queſtion, the beſt way 
will be to Appeal to the Conſticutions,_of the Kings 
dom. Among which, none can bear greater Sway, 
than'the Ads of Parliament ; to which we ſee ſo many 
Kings of 'Ergland bave all along Submitted, as well for 
the Confirmation of their own Claims, as the Suc- 
ceſſion of their Poſterity. 

Now, that they have a Power to alter' as well as 
confirm, nothing makes .ir more Conſpicyous than oy 
| | ticles 
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ticles of Agreement, made in the Reign of Henry the 
Sixth, berween Him and Richard Duke of York. B 
which the Claim of the Duke was allowed, x ar 
then bur a Subje&, the Race of Hemy of Lancaſter, 
then che Predominant and Regnant King, put by, and 
the Succeſſion entayled upon the Heirs of Richard. In 
which Act of Parliament their Authority to alter is as 
apparent as their Power to ( onfirm. 

In the ſame manner, the Laws and Statutes of a 
Realm, with the Royal Conſent have Power to bid 
the Right of the Crown, and to Limit and Govern the 
Deſcent and Succeſſion; as it is Treaſon otherwiſe to 
athrm in reference to the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm by the 1 3th. of the Queen, the Words Bind, 
Limit and Govern are lo general, and (o capable of vas 
rious Interpretation, thar he muſt be a very nice and 
{crupulous ſplitter of diſtin&tions, that will debar them 
the Power of Alteration as well as Confirmation. 

[ ſhall add no morÞ of this Nature, but only one 
ſhort Paſſage in the At of the Lords and Commons 
of this Realm, by which Richard the Third was declar'd 
King by Election as well as Succefſion, The Act is 
recited by Speed at large, wherein there axe theſe very 
Words : That the Court of Parliament are of ſuch Authority, 
and the People of this Land of ſuch « Nature and Difpoſi- 
tion, as Experience teacheth, that the manifeſtation or Declaras 
tion of any Truth or R ight made by the three Eſtates of this 
Rea'm aſſembled in Parliament, and by the Authority of the 


ſame, makes before W other things moſt Faith aud ( ertainty; 


and quieting of Mens minds, removeth the occaſton all doubts 
and Seditious Language. In Rot. Parliamenci tent; apud 
Weſtm. die Veneris certig. die Januar. An. | Primo 

icardi, | yo 

And indeed there is no Monarchy, or other Go 
vernment in the World whatever it be, fo firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, as that which reſt's upon ancienr Laws and 
Conſtitutions, which are therefoxe permanent, becauſe 


long experienced, and generally modell'd according 
ro 
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ro the Cuſtomes and Tempers of the people who feel 
the Effets of their Power. Whereas the Floating E- 
dicts of Will and Paſſion are made ro day, received 
ro morrow, it they ſcape the rude hands of Sedi- 
tioh. 

And it may be attribured to the benefit of 
Ancient Conſtitution, that London is fo free from 
Tumults. A happineſs that Paris under a more 
Domineering SCEPTER cannot Boaſt, every foot 
ſhaken and harraſs'd with Boſom-Mutiny and Cor.- 
fuſion, 

Since then we find our Ancient Conſtitutions to 
be ſo wholſome and agreeable ro the Temper 0 
the Nation, we have no reaſun to Exchange the 
Matron Vertue and Tenderneſs oft our own Laws, 
for the French Harlotry of Arbitrary Will, becauſe 
we are ſo bewitched ro their Modes of Ornament, 
and their Yalets ds Chambre. 

The Story of the Prince of Orange and Philip of 
Spain ſufficiently declares the Fatal Conſequences of 
the Peoples belief of the Intentions of a Prince to 
intrench upon their Religion and their Liberties. 
According to that Saying of Strada : 

Haud dubium eft quin Libertas, cu aliquandiu populi aſſue- 
verint, fi quid eis imminuitur, E& carpitur, magnos plerumgue 


motus excitavert. 


Therefore it is, that the moſt Sage Writers, and 
the moſt Authentick Maſters, not of Shufflins, Cut- 
ting, Intreaguing ; but of Juſt and Kineſt Policy, wiſe- 
ly Teach us, 


Qued Regna Patriis moribus, & legibus non ſolum ſuns 
data, ſed & Confirmata ſunt. 
And again : 
Verum Regnum eft Imperixon quod rooluntate- Civium 


delatum eft. 
The 
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The Parliament, ſaith Sir Thomas Smith, in his Book de 
Repub. gives form of SucceſSion to the Crown. 


Nibil, faith Brafton, tam proprium eſt Imperii, quam legibus 
V/ivere. 

Salus Populi, is an undoubted though common Maxim, 
And it may perhaps havehad the misfortune to have been 
{crew'd and wreſted too far in favour of Rebellion ; how- 
ever, though it may not be allow'd ro countenance Rebel- 


lion, it may be permitted as a fair Argument for the pre- 
venting the Occaſions of Rebellion. 


To which I may add the Conceſſion it ſelf of that Great 
King and Hero of theſe laſt Ages, Henry the 4th, Leges, non 
Regis eſſe de regnt ſucceſStone decernere. Thuan. 1. 1 OF « 


And that ic was the Judgment of the Common-Wealth 
of Venice in reference to the Succeſſion of H, the 4th, That if 
the Succeſiion were doubtful, and did not only depend upon 
the Law of the Land, but the Election of the People, it be- 
long'd to the Nobility and chief Perſons of the Land, who 
as they were the chief Defence of the Royal Authority, 
ought to have the only right to determine the Eleftion. 


Theſe are ſolemn and undeniable Truths. And there- 
fore they that our of Flattery maicitain a Gooſe-quill War 
againſt the National Priviledges and Liberty of their Coun- 
try, promiſe to themſelves ſome great advantages, or elſe 
they ill ſpend their Time, Bur let 'em have a care,and con- 
ſider, Thar there is nothing in the World ſo contemptible as 
aTool of Perfidious Adulation,when once laid aſide by thoſe 
that have no longer occaſion to make uſe of it. Ic being 
the common dcomns of Knaves and Fools, if not worſe, 
to be onely well rewarded with the deſery'd guerdons of 
thoſe Ingrateful (lights under which they generally pine and 

ſtarve. 


Seeing then that by the Lawes and Statutes of the Land 
conformable to the —_—_ ſtrength of Reaſon and Conce(- 
ſions of Kings themſelves, Thar i is in the Power of = 

| F Three 
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Three Eſtates of England, with the Royal Aﬀent, to alcer and 
confirm the Order of Succeſſion, we are next to confider 
whether the Reaſons which they alledge, be ſufficiently pre- 
valent to induce the Prince in preſent Poſſeſſion to give his 
neceſſary Conſent for the Excluſion of that particular Perſon 
againſt whom they make their Exception. 


To omit all others, as being not ſo much, at preſent, in 
diſpute, the main reaſon inſiſted upon, is the publick Re- 
volt of the Perſon from the Eftabliſh'd Religion of the 
Realm, whereby not onely great Encouragements have 
bin given to the Popiſh Party to enter into and _ on a 
moſt Devilliſh and Horrid Plott and Conſpiracy for the De- 
ſtruction of the Kings Perſon and Goverament, and conſe- 
quently the fear of a Total Change of Religion upon the 
coming of Him to the Crown, againſt whom chey make 
their Objections. 


So that ih ſhort, the Queſtion is, Whether difference in 
Religion be a ſufficient Argument to debar a Succeſſion to a 
Crown ? 


For the Refolution of which Queſtion, it may not be un- 
ſeaſonably ask'd, Whether ever any Prince openly profe(- 
ſing one Religion, did ever yet in this World govern a Peo- 
ple before that were addifted to a clean contrary Worſhip 2 
If any ſuch thing has bin done, Hiſtory has ſtrangely forgor 
ir ſelf. ' But there are ſeveral inſtances of Princes, that have 
bin put by for the ſake of their different Religion, and of 
others for onely endeavouring to alter the Ancient Worſhip 


of the Country. 


It is a Maxime moſt certainly uncontroulable, That where 
Religion flutuates and is ſubje& to change, there can be 
no frm ner durable Foundation of Govexnment, From 
whence it may be inferr'd, That as it is a remarkable Sy 
rome of the Crazie Conſtitution of National Rule, fo ir 
ſhews that the particular Empire of every man over himſelf 
15 unſeteled, and out of order , and that there is an Anarchy 
of Turbulent Paſſions in his Mind, how Monarchical ſoever 
may be his aſpiring thoughts. The 
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The Athenians were ſo ſevere in the preſervatiori of their 
Antient Rites, though abſurd and Heatheniſh, that they 
expell'd the Philoſopher Diagoras for preſuming to queſtion 
whether there were any gods orno? or if there were, what 
they were ? In like manner they condemn'd Socrates,though 
by the Oracle of Delphos pronounc'd to be one of the Wiſeſt 
men of his Age, becauſe he ſeem'd to introduce new Do- 
Arines and a change of their ancient ſuperſtitions. 


Among the Romans we find, that when the Yeientes and 
They contended for the Utter Extirpation of each other,the 
Veientes being ſorely diſtreſs'd by the Arms of their Adverſa- 
ries, and tir'd with the Annual Creation of Magiſtrates, ſet 
up a King. Which a& of theirs, ſaith che Hiſtorian, ſo highl 
offended the People of Hetruria,not out of any hatred which 
they had againſt Kingly Government, but of thi perſon of 
the King, that they made a decree to leave them to the 
mercy of their Enemies, and not to ſend them any aid or 
alliſtance, till they had laid their King aſide. And the rea- 
ſon was, becauſe he had violated the ancient Cuſtom of their 
Religion, by interrupting the ſolemnization of certain Plays, 
which was look't upon as a piece of deep prophaneneſs to 


omir. 


In the time of the Carthaginian Warr tnade by Hannibal, 
Forreign ſuperſtitions had fo infefted the City of Rome, thar 
not onely, in ſecrets modz, et mtra parittes abolebantur Romani 
Rims, but alfo in publico in Foro, Copicaliog; by the rout of peo» 
ple nec ſacrificantiwm, nec precantium Deos Patrio more, Where- 
upon the Pretor was commanded to take care to free the 
Ciry from thofe Innovations, and aftrift Decree made by 
the Senate, Ne quis im publico, ſacrove loco, novo ant externo ritu 


ſacrificaret. 


In the 39th Book of the ſame Author Livie we find, that a 
Greek Prieſt had introduced into Italy the Bacchanaltan Ce» 
remonies, no leſs infamous for lewdnefs and debanchery, 


than the Pollured Mixtures of n_ for ANTE and 
'd to the Conſul Poſt- 


bums, 


Blaſphemy, Which being diſcover 
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humius, among other Reaſons which he urg'd to the Senate 
for their ſuppreſſion, this was one. Quoties, ſaith He, hoc Pa- 
trum avorumg; tate, negotium eſt Alagiſtratibus datum, ut ſacra 
externa fieri Toetarent, ; 2ervF-a vateſq;Fors, Circo, urbe prohibe- 
rent, oaticinos libros, conquirerent comburerentque, omnem diſcipli- 
nam Sacrificandi, preterquam more Romano , abolerent. Judica» 
bant enim prudentiſsimi viri, nibil eque diſſolvende religionis eſſe, 
quam ubi non Patrio more ſed externo ritu Sacrificaretur. Se dan» 
gerous they thought ir to the Public Security to alter their 
Eſtabliſh'd Ceremonies of Heatheniſme ; then much more 
hazardous may we believe it to change the moſt unſpotred 
Truth ot Sacred Writ, for the ſordid Gibberiſh of Popery. 
Religionibus, ſaith Juſtin, Totam Phrygiam implevit, quibus tutior 
onn Vita, quim Armis fuit. If there were then that ſecurity 
in the Ignorance of Ethnic devotion, what muſt be the 
Safery of a Kingdom inviron'd with the Eſtabliſh'd Truth 
of the Goſpel ? 


Religio, ſaith LaFantius,et Timor Demſolus eft , qui cuſtodit ho- 
minum inter ſeSocietatem. Which being once firmly eſtabliſh'd 


in a Nation, the change and alteration of it Creates the 
bond of all Human Society and Juſtice. 


And thus what Cicero aſſerts concerning the one outward 
Veneration of Heaven, That a Common-wealth may be ſooner 
Built without a Foundation, than ConStituted and Eſtabliſh'd without 
an Opinion of the Gods : And in another place of Religion, 
That it 1s the Bond and Chain of Society, and the True Foundation 
of Juſtice, is much more applicable to the true Do&trine of 
Chriſt ; which having bin ſo long Eftabliſh'd according to 
the moſt Orthodox Methods in this Kingdom, as the change 
and alteration of ic would undoubredly unravell the whole 
Contexture of the Government, ſo the Fears and Fatal Con- 
ſequences of ſuch a Change are to be encounter'd and pre- 
vented with all the Care and Conſideration imagirable. 


The Truth of this is apparent from the Misfortunes of 


Princes, and the Calamities of Kingdoms, proceeding from 
the Miſchieyous Alterations of the ſettled Religion. 


Philippicus 
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- Philippicus Bardanes the Emperour, for endeavouring ts 
introduce the Opinion of the Monothelites, condemn'd: by 
the Sixth Oeconumenical Councel at Conſtantinople, by the advice 
of -Artemius, was depriv'd of his Eye-ſight and thrown into 
a loathſom Priſon, *- - 


- the Second, ſhonen'd his Reign, and becamie the 
ium of his People, for abandoning the Orthodox Reli- 
gion, and embracing the Enthuſiaſms of the Pelagians. 


Peter, the Nephew of Stephen, King of Hungary, had en» 
brac'd the Chriftian Religion. For which Reaſon the Hun- 
garians, not underſtanding their Happineſs, [and therefore 
not reliſhing the Inovation, expelVd him the Kingdom, and 
occaſion'd a bloody Warr berween Ovo the Ulurper, and 
the Emperour Hen. the Second, -Thereupon the 4- 
rians reſolv'd to try King Peter a ſecond Time, and tot 
end reſtor'd him to his Kingdom ; but becauſe he would 
not return to the Ancient Heatheniſme of the Hungarians, they 
remov'd him again, and then put out his Eyes, that his-End 
might be the more miſerable, -and bimſclt wichour the 
hopes of a Return. 


In the Tartarian Empire, Battus, Contemporary with Al 
bert of Auſtria, becauſe he favour'd the Chriſtian Religion, 
was by the Tartars put by, and (aſan, a ſtiff Mahometan, ſet 
up in his ſtead. 

Conſpiracy, ſaith Guthberletus, was the pretence for the 
beheading Mary, Queen of Scots ; But the true Reaſon was, 
becauſe the Nobilicy of England were afraid left being ad- 
vanc'd to the Crown, ſhe ſhould make an alteration of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Religion. 


Sigiſmund the Third of Swedeland, a great: Favourer of 
FR Sons of Confuſion, the Jeſuites, was ſo violently op» 
pos'd by the Nobility and People of that Country, to pte- 
vent his re-introducing of abolifh'd Popery, that he was cons 
ſtrain'd to quit his Paternal Kingdom. » highs 

And therefore Jovinian, wiſely foreſeeing the grand Incon» 
veniencies of the different Opinions: 'of Religion between 

G 


Prince 
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Princeiand Subject , when for his Valour and this Prudence 
he-was falured Emperour by the Heathen Legions, being 
himſelf a Chridtian, refus'd the Imperial Digaity ; No, ſaid 
he; it is not exptdient chat a Chriſtian Emperour fhould Command 
over Heathen Souldiers. Nor could all their Eatreaties and 
Petitions prevail,rill the Souldiers themſelves, loath to looſe 
che advantages of fo iworthy a Commander, unanimouſly 
ct Soue/ 66] Mos etiam ſums Chriſtiani, We are allo Chriſtians. 


Fond are therefore all the pretences of choſe who wich 
cheir Paraſrical'Pens endeavour to deceive the People, and 
with\the falſe-vitrniſh of deluſive and plauſible Norions to 
eover over'and conceal the Dangers and Inconveniences of 
# Popiſh Snocellion mohis Kingdom, 

NE -.7 11441 2, WAY Wb 

Por thers is that irceconcileable hatred, that implacable 
Embittermenti and |Antipathy berween Opinions differing 
one from anbcher, chat naching has bin. more apparent to 
the woful Experience of the World. Which Mortal Aati- 
pathy if is have bib ſo irradicable between diſcording Error 
and Ever, mo: wonder that Error ſhould be the permaneng 
and diuturaal Enemy of Truth. And the reaſon of this is 
plain. For the Devil is the profeſt Enemy of God. It is 
buc then as ic were natural to Falfbood and Errour, to perſe- 
cute the hared Eftabliſhment of Truth, as the Devil, from 
whence they/proceed,:: makes it his buſineſs to oppole the 
abominated Divinity of Heaven. And then again,hemain- 
rains a perpetual Enmiry berween Error and Error, to keep 
the World in perpetual: confufion and diſturbance. And 
this Obſlinacy is fo inherent to the Gnm—_ about Religj- 
ous Opinions,thart men fight pro Aris in the farſt place,proFocis 
in the laſt. 


While there were. yet but four perſons in the World, the 
inflam'd/hatred- of: a, different Worſhipper taught the Infanc 
World the firſt bloody Leſſon of Murther, 

How: frequencly-and how paſſionately daes David: com- 
plain of the reſtleſs, invecerate;, implacable, immucable 
Hacred, Mylice, Fury, .Rage and Deteſtation with' which 
idolatry proſgomed the Tirue Worſhip of God ? 


Among 
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Among che (dbomerahs groping it! the Cimimerian Fogg: 


of Error, we find ro this = 7 the two Sordid SeQs of Half 
and Mahomer ſo deſpightfolly enrag'd,” the one again <h& 
other, that nothing gan farisfie Ar rhutoal hatred, : bur 
murual deſtru&ion; , Ig 

What outragiou$ havork did Heathen Antipathy make ro 
extirpate the Inocency of the Priniitive Chriſtians * The vaſt 
Torrents of the Blood of Ten Petſecutions did noc ſuſkce 
roquench che impatienrThirſt of Eclinic Fury agd Remotſe- 
leſs Maſſacre, till choſe Purple Inundations had 'dtdwntd 
even Cthelty ir ſelf. | ly 

Core ttow to the Butcheties, Slanghrers, Maſlacres, Des 
vaſtations and Depopulatiotis, of Popiſh Rage; and we be 
hold the Bloody Footſteps of their frreconcileable and mote 
chen Frantic Antipathy in all the Stories of Europe.” A dead? 
ly and inexorable Fend, and mortal Rancour againſt all irs 
Oppoſers, but more eſpecially againft the whole Body of 
Proceſtantiſme, never to be pacify'd,till the laſt Grand Coir 
_ - che diforder'd Elements ſhall have defttoy'd Antipathy 
ic felt. 6s 

The chiefeſt Charaers of the Church of Rome for theſe 
many hundreds of years have bin thoſe of Cruelty, Perfidionf- 
neſs,and Impiety. And Matchiavel, againſt thoſe who pretend: 
thar the Welfare of Italy depends upon the Church-of Rome 
maintains, That the Church of Rome is the Ruin of tharLove- 
ly Continent. For ſaith he, per gli eſſempi re th quella carte 
C&c. Byreaſon of the vicious examples of that Court, Ttaly hath 
loſt all mariner of Religion, 4nd all manner of Devotion ; and where 
there is no Religion, there is no true Welfare. But then Faith he, there 
is another bh. of our Ruine,and that is this Becauſe the Pope is 0b- 
lig'd by the Maxims_ of bi Policy to keep 4ll' Italy in' perpetual 'Di- 
rvifion. of ke . 
Whar hopes can we then have, that Religion' (if ir miay be 
ſoccall'd) ſo Cruel, ſo Perfidious, ſo Nefarious,as it appears ro be 
upon the Records of all . Story,and ſo deſtructive to the Har» 
bour of ir's own'Being, ſhould change itsnarure;of a fuddaq , 
upon onr ſuccumbing ro a' Popith Sacceflion > Or 'what 
reaſon can' there be fairly atid honey, wichour Flittery® of 
Self-Incereſt, alleadg'd, that we ſhould afthit' in orie perſon; 
whea ir may be legally prevented, a a mms. cr 

whic 
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which beſides all the reft of their yillainous properties, has 
alſo ſo much of the Treachery, of the Fox,that when it once 
has got in the head, will ſoon, make way, for, the reſt. of the 
body ? - Or why ſhould we hazanllh verſion of our 
own Religion, and Tranquility, by yielding to a Succeſſion 
that hasEſpous'd a Religion fo ill Qualifid,and ſo deſtructive 


' tothe Peace and Welfare of ics own Original Manſion ? 


.. Now after all thathas been ſaid,it is to be hop'd, that nei- 
ther thePapiſts themſelves,nor theirAbettors,the firſt 4uimad- 
verter upon the PopiſhCharatter, NorMr.L'Eſtrangehimſelf(who 
would alwayes pretend to be what he is not, yet has the mis- 
fortune by his Arguments to prove himſelf Rill co be what he 
would not ſeem tobe)will not be offended if they be mered 
the ſame meaſure which they have meted to others;and thar 
we take the ſameLiberty intheRefuſal of aPopiſh, which they 
themſelves aſſum'd with ſo much obſtinacy tn the flat denial 
of a Proteſtant Succeſſion ; ſince the Parallel runs ſo alike on 
both ſides. | 

After that Henry of Yalsis,for joyning with the Fuguenots 
for his own Security,lay weltring in his own blood, an unfor- 
tunate Sacrifice to the boyling wrath and inexorable rage 
and Impiery of the Holy unſantifh'd League berween the 
Pope and his AmbitiousInftruments theGuiſes, Henry of Navarr, 
a Proteſtant, became the next apparent Heir tot he Crown of 
France. . 

Such were the Vertues of that Prince (the great argu- 
ment now urg'd in behalf of the Succeſſor now in diſpute) 
ſuch his Conduct in War,and abſolute Prudence in Council, 
and ſo Renowned all over Europe , that rendered him no 
way Inferiourto any of their Princes ; outdazling even the 
Fame of their adored Pharamond HimElf. So that his Vertues 
and his Merits could not give the leaſt umbrage of an. Ob- 
jetion to His Claim or Title. But as the D, is look't upan 
as one ſeduc'd to Popery, ſo was he a Proteſtant from his 
Cradle. 

However,after the League had made way for him, by the 
bloedy murther of his Predeceſſor (for he never attempted to 
make any ſuch irreligious way for Himſelf)he did not think 
it reaſonable to omit his juſt pretenſions. And thus be- 
gan the Diſpute ſo Parallel to ours ar this time. 
Navary 
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lavarr had this advantage, That upen the Murther of his Pre- 
deceſlor, he was in the Field at the Head of an Army, and his Pre- 
deceſlor was ipſo fatto dead ; and fo there was Heres mortui, not 
Fleres viventis in being ; and more than that,he was recommend- 
ed by the dying King co the Nobility as their crue and lawſul Suc- 
cellor , and ſome few there were who acknowledg'd him for 
cheir Soveraign without any condition. 

Others more conſiderative, were of opinion that the whole 
Bulinels was to be referr'd to the Parliament, and that nothing 
was to be done prejudicial tothe Liberty of that Aſſembly. Ne- 
vertheleſs that they might not ſeem altogether to queſtion the 
Right of Nayarr, tor whom they had fo long been engag'd, they 
thought it expedient in the mean while ro yield him cheir Obe- 
dience as Supreme Commander of the Army. 

But the major part of theſe his Adherents and Followers (for 
all this was ſtill agitated in his own Camp) to prevent the dan- 
gers of delays, and for fear of encrealing Factions in the King- 
dom, while the Succeſhon continu'd doubttul refolv'd, as they 
did, to acknowledge him King, but upon certaiq Cautions and 
Provilo's. Thereupon the King of Nawarr gromil.d upon the 
Faith ana Word of a King, to prelerve the Koman Catholick Re- 
ligion inviolate, not to make any lanovations in the Diſcipline, 
tro confer the Eccleſi.ſtical Prefermients and Dignities upon the 
Roman Catholicks, not to permic the Exercile of any other 
than the Roman Catholick Religion throughout the Kindo 
but onely in the Places held by the Proteltants, ro pur, n | 
into Publick Offices and Charges, bur Roman Catholicks, and to | 
maintain inviolabie the Rights,Priviledges and. Liberties nor oily 
of the Nobility, but of all the reſt of His Inferiour Subjects. 
The very lame Conditions, and the very lame Securiry upon 
which the Favourers ot Popiſh Succeſſion would have the People 
of this Nation now relye for their future {atery. Which being 
perform'd, they lend their Commiſſioners to the Pope, to inform 
him what they had done, and to crave his conſent. 

Nor were they only verbal promiſes and proteſtarions ; Inſtru- 
ments were drawn, and ſealed and ſigned on both f1des, and Co- 
pies thereof proclaimed and divulged in ſeveral parts of the 


Kingdom. 
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Theſe were only the kindnefles of Friends; but the adverle 
party played a contrary Game. For preſently the Duke of 
Mayenne wrote to the Cities and Governours of the League, that 
what had happen'd to Henry of YValois, was not a thing defigned, 
but the A&t of unſcrutable Providence, which by an unexpected 
kindneſs had protected his own Cauſe, from thoſe that had com- 
bin'd together to its Ruine, for whicn reaſon it behoved all 
thoſe that regarded the preſervation of Religion, and the King- 
dom, not to let {lip the Opportunity which Heaven had put in- 
tro their hands to deſerve well both of God and Men. Thar 
before they had jonly to do with the ſecret Enemies of God ; 
now they were 4 make Open War with SeCtaries and Hereticks. 
After that, he wtorte to Philip of Spam, extolling-his Zeal for the 
Catholick Religion, and imploring his Aid to free a moſt flou- 
riſhing Kingdom from che Tyranny of Sectaries. 

By other Letters under his Seal, as Vicar of the Royal Government, 
and the Council of the Union erected at Paris, he admoniſhes, cx- 
horcs and intreats all the Princes, Peers, and others of the Nobiti- 
ty of the Realm, that in regard they had been freed by the Provi- 
dence and Juſtice of Heaven, from him that had all along fomen- 
ted and cheriſhed the venom of Hereſie in the Kingdom, they 
would now yield their obedience, and ſubmit to their Catholick 
Prince the Cardinal of Bourbon. 

They had alſo ſent a Meſflage tro the King himſelf (for ſo we 
now pretend to call him upon the frſt Acknowledgment) where- 
1n they declared, That the Title of Moſt Chriſtian beg Eſſential to a 
King of France, he could not hoge to enjoy the Crown, but by <virtue of 
that Title, which gave a being to the Soveraignty of France. 

The Parliament ot T holouſe allo, led by this Example, make an 
Edi&, forbidding all perſons whatſoever under their Juriſdiction 
ro acknowledge Henry of Nawary for King, or to affiſt him with 
Forces or Advice. But which was worle than all this, abour four 

Months after the Murther, of the King, the Duke of Mayenne fear- 
ing the Intrigues of the Spaniſh Faction, procures an Adt of Par- 
liamenc for the acknowledgment of the Cardinal Bourbon, under the 
Title of Charles the Tenth, and orders the Meeting of an Aſſembly 
of Eſtates at Melun, to conlider of a way for the ſetting the 
{aid Cardinz] at Liberty, being then a Priſoner to the King, 
and 
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and to conſult for the preſervation of the Roman Catholick Re- * 
ligion. 
For the ſurer playing theſe Cards, the Pope is deſired, and ea- 
ily entreated to ſend his Legate, Cajetan, with his Bull of Aurho- 
rity, and a moſt diſmal Commiſſion, ut evellat, deſtruat, diſ- 
perdat, diſsipet, plantet, edificet, and all for the Honour of God, ex- 
horting the Nobility withall to take care to ſecure themſelves un- 
der the Reign of a Moft Chriſtian = 

Cajetan being arrived in France. the Colledge of Sorbon puts in 
for a ſhare, and to prevent homines haretice pravitatis from. intro- 
ducing Reprobus Magiſtratus, poſitively declare it againſt the Laws 
of Man, and againſt the Law of God for Henry Bourbon a Here- 
tick, and without the Communion of the Church, to be admit- 
red to the Crown of France, as being a thing impotſible co make 
any League with the King of Bearne, (ſo they called the Prote-- 
ſtant Succeſſor in deriſion) nor with any of his Heretical Fol- 
lowers. 

This was attended by a ſecond Arreſt of Parliament, by which 
it was decreed, that Charles the Tenth ſhould be acknowledged 
for the Lawful Succeſſor ro the Crown of France, and that Alle- 
giance ſhould be ſworn to him accordingly, and that all the 
Power of the Kingdom ſhould be employd to force him out of 
the Clutches of Henry of Bourbon, with whom it was Treaſon to 
at any thing to the prejudice of che Title of Charles the Tenth. - 
And all this while not one kind word for Henry of Bourbon, not 
one Oppugner of the Popiſh Charafter, not one L'Eitrange, that fo 
much as wet their Quills in the behalf of the Proteſtant Succeſſor. 
Bur whether this were not lufhcient, or whether the Catholick 
Party would not ſeemto a@ any thing without a full ſatisfaCtion 
of their Conſciences, the Colledge of Sorbon was again conſulted 
as to the particular Doubts that aroſe upon the Succeſhon, and 
theſe three queſtions propounded for them to reſolve, Whether if 
Charles the Tenth ſhould dye in Priton, or reſign ro Henry Bour- 
bon, the French might with a ſafe Conſcience admit a Favourer of 
Hereſte, though abſoived from his Crimes and Eccleftiſtical Cen- 
ſures, there being lo much occaſion to ſuſpeCt his Faich, and his 
ſubverſion of the Eſtabliſhed Religion. 

2. Whether he ought to be accounted a Heretick, or a Favonrer 


of 
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of 'Herefie, who procures a Peace with the ſ:id Henry, or permits 
It to be made, when it is in his power to prevent 1t ? 

3. Whether it were a thing acceptable to God to oppole the 
ſaid H:nry to the utmoſt ; and whether loſs of Life in {uch a Re- 
ſiſtance could deſerve the. Title of Martyrdom ? 

4. Whether thele things were determined by Scripture and 
Councils ? Or whether there might not be a rclaxation of ſuch a 
herce Zeal without the hazard ot eternal damnation ? 

To the firſt, after the Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, they an- 
{wered, that it was poſitively forbid by Divine Writ, to ſuffer a 
Heretick, or ſo much as the Favourer of Hereſte to the Crown. 

To the ſecond, That whoever promoted the advancement of 
Henry Bourbon, being, a Heretck, and a Favourer of Hereſie, vio- 
Jated the Holy Decrees, and were enemies to Religion and the 
Church, 

To the third, That the oppoling of Henry was meritorious 
even to the lols of blood, and would certainly procure an Ecernal 
Reward in Heaven. | | 

To the fourth, That whoever aſſiſted Henry of Navarr in his 
Advancement to the Crown, were delerters of their Religion, 
and were in danger of Eternal Damnation. This was plain 
downright, withour any daubing, ſycophantizing, or palliating 
the matter. | 

Puring theſe Diſputes, both Parties being tired with the War, 
the one upheld by Queen Zlizabeth, and the Protcſtant Princes of 
Germany ; the other by the King of Spain, and the ſupplies of the 
Popes then living, of which one, by name Grezory the x 4th, had 
ſpent in ten months, in oppoſ:tion of this Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
all that vaſt Treaſure which the covetoulnels of Sixtus the fifth 
had been heaping up during His Pontificate of five years: At 
length the Duke of Mayenne ſet forth a Declaration, verified in 
that Parliament of Paris, wherein after he had made an Apology 
for his conduct of Aﬀaits, he ſummoned all the Princes, Peers,Prelates, 
Officers of the Crown, Lords and Deputies to meet im behalf of the Union, 
and to appear at the Aſſembly of Eſtates upon a day prefixed to conſider 
without paſsion or Intereſt of a ſafe and good remedy for the preſervation of 
the Kingdom and Religion. 

Two dates after appeared an Exhortation of the Pope's Le- 

Late 
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2ate to the ſame effeft, but in terms more plain than that of the 
Duke, declaring how much it behoved them to chule a Kin 
who was really and abſolutely moſt Chriſtian, and truly Catholick, 
and who was ſufficiently powerful to maintain the True Reli- 
gion. By which, ſays Mezera, he plainly hinted ac che King of 
Spam, 

The Duke of Mayennes Declaration being ſeen and read by 
the Lords that were about the King, of whom the chiet was 
the Duke of Nerers, they thought it bur reaſonable ſince the 
States of the Kingdom had invited them to make ſome an{wer, 
which might engage them to a Conference. Whereupon an 
Anſwer was drawn up, and by a Herald ſent from the King 
to the Duke. 

Ar the opening of the Aſſembly , Gilbert Genebrard Arch- 
biſhop of Ax, made a Sermon, wherein he declared, That 
the Salicque Law was poſitive, and therefore changeable at the pleaſure 
of the Legiſlator, which was the Body of the People of France. 

They were no ſooner fate, but the Trumpet came with 
che King's Anſwer, Which was, That if the Wnion would depute ho- 
neſt and prudent perſons to meet in ſome convenent place, either at Pa- 
ris, or St. Denis, ts adviſe of a means to put an End to the preſent 
Troubles, the King would alſo ſend Commiſsioners of his own to the ſame 
purpoſe. | 

; Anſwer was debated in the Aſſembly, and the reſult of 
the Debate (fo irreconcilable to the Proteſtant SucceſFon, was the 
Catholick Paſſion) That they abſolutely refuſed to enter into any Cons 
ference, either direfily or indirefly with Henry of Namvarr, nor with 
any Feretick, but onely with the Catbolicks that were his Adherents, and 
that onely touching the gocd of Religion, and the publick Repoſe. 

After this Anſwer diſpatched , the Duke of Mayemne weat 
to Soiſſons, ro confer with the Duke of Feria, Jean Baptiſte Taſsis, 
and Irrigo de Mendoza, the Spaniſh Erabaſſadors. They politive- 
ly propoſed to him the Election of the Infanta, and preſſed it as 
a thing both juſt and honourable. 

Ar length neceſſity compelling, for the Catholicks that were 
of the King's Party, began to threaten him to forſake his fide, 
if he did not change his Religion, the King hafſtened away His 


Deputies to the place appointed, which was at Surene, Where 
among 
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among the reſt of thoſe Eloquent Speeches chat were made pro 
and contra, I ſhall onely infert the ſubltance of that which was 
{poken by the Archbiſhop of Lyons, which as ic moſ? prevailed, 
loit may clear to us the Opinion which the Catholicks had of the 
dangers of a Proteſtant Succellor. 

« There is nothing, ſaid He, that more happily unites 
<© Princes to their Subjects, or Subjects to their Princes than 
* Agreement in Religion. Thar Religion in every well-order'd 
«© Commonwealth claims the precedency, and rules like the 
« Soul in the Body. And therefore it behov'd them indeed to 
* delire of God to bleſs them wich a Prince ; bur yer with fuch 
«* a0ne as ſhould be moſt Chriſtian, and no way degenerating 
«from the Piery of his Predeceſlors. That in vain, the Com- 
«* mand of the Apoltle was urged, that we were to obey the re- 
*« fra&ory and froward. For it was againſt the Law both of God 
« and Man, to chuſe a King that might hazard the return of che 
© People to Ezypt, that is, the pravity of Schiſm and SeCtarian 
« Error. That for this realon, the Prieſts and Levites revolted 
« from Jeroboam, and Edem, and Libna, Cities of the Levites, re» 
© nounced their obedience to foram. Athaliah the Queen was by 
<« the Authority of the Prieſt depos'd for her Idolatry. - That E- 
. © yangelick Precept confirm, that he who was difobedient to 
« the Church, was to be accounted a Heathen, and a Publican. 
« Hoy then could he be choſen for King, who was cut off from 
<« the Church 2 Thar St. Paul rebuked the Chriſtians for:going 
«ro Law before Heathen Judges ; intimating that they who 
« would not acknowledge the True Faith, were unworthy to 
« oive Laws tothe Catholick Chriſtians ; and chat the Peft of 
« Herelie was ſufficient to diflolve the ſtricteſt ryes even to the 
« ſeparation -of Man and Wife. That by the fourch Council of 
« Toledo it-was decreed, That no Prince ſhould be admitred to 
<« the Throne, until he ſhould iwear, not to ſuffer any one 
« in his Kingdom that ſhould deviate from the Faich. That the 
<« Examples of the Fathers and Primitive Chriſtians were for ir. 
« Thar Mattathias and the Maccabres were commended for that 
« they generouſly refus'd to obey Antiochus; and that the People 
« did lawfully rebel againſt Moxentins and Licmiuzs for revolting 
&« from the Chriſtian Faith. Conſtantins the Son of Contantine, for 


© being 
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© being an Arrian, and diſplacing Athanaſius the Biſhop, was cha- 
*« ſtized by his Brother Conſtans. That the Laws of Conſtaitme, 
* Theodoſius, Martian, and Juſtinian decreed, Thar all Hereticks 
< and thejr Favourers ſhould by put by all Publick Offices and 
{© Employments, as unworthy of the Honour. Thar the 'Kings 
* of France were bound by- their Oaths to maintain the Roman 
« Catholick Religion, & ro extirpate Herehie ; and char the People 
« were onely obliged to their Obedience upon thoſe Conditions. 
«© Thar the Calamities were not to be numbred which the Or 
« thodox Religion had ſuffered under Conſtantus, Volens, Genſe- 
« rick, FHunnzrick, Thraſymund, and other Arrian Princes. Thar 
« all the Laws of Nations and Humane Conſtitutions were to 
« give place to the Laws of Chriſt; and that thele Truths were 
« of far higher concernment than Proximity of blood, or Right 


« of Succellion ; with much more to the ſame purpole. 


Theſe Arguments were ſo prevalent, that whatever could 
be urg'd on the other lide, the unanimous determination of the 
Aſſembly was, That they would neither receive the King for their 
Soveraign, nor have any Communication with him till he were abſolutely 
converted; and that the Pope had received him into the Pale of toe 
Church ; which ſtedfaſt reſolution of theirs was that which ſhook 
the King's Reſolution already totrering ; and at length made 


him abſolutely relolve upon his Converſion. 


And thus the King, ſeeing no leſs than three Competitors in 
the Eye of the General Eſtates, the Cardinal already acknouw- 
ledged, though not proclaimed ; the Infanta propounded by the 
Spaniards, and the Young Duke of Guiſe newly ſtarted by the Duke 
of Mayenne's friends, the firſt demurr'd upon, onely for his Age ; 
the ſecond forbora onely as a Stranger; and the third pur by 
onely through the workings and Intrigues of the Duke of Ma;- 
enne's Wife, out of her pride to ſtoop to the command of a ©oy, 
as ſhe called the Young Duke of Gwſe ; I ſay the King for theſe 
Reaſons, not willing to hazard the Mucability and Capricoio's 
of Fortune that has oftentimes ſo ſtrange an Alcendant over the 
Fate of Princes, he came toSt. Denis, and there made open pro- 


feſlion of the Roman Catholick Religion, according, to a conteb>. 
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ſion of Faith prepar'd by the Prelares, and 1o folemaly refign'd 
up his Tenents of Proteitantiſra into the hand of the Archbiſhop 
of Bouroes. | 


= 
Upon this a Truce was concluded, but yer no Peace, nor 
Confirmation of the Succe(sion, both which were refus'd by the 
Duke of Mayenne, till the Pope had given the King his plenary 
Abſolution ; lo irreconcileably obſtinate the Catholicks were, nor 
to bind their Allegiance to their Prince,, till their Prince had 
bound his Conſcience to Them. 


I might here continue the ſtory to relate with what relutancy 
he obtain'd his Abſolution ; but becauſe his Converſion ſatisfied 
the People lo far as to make way for his Coronation, I break of 
wherethe parallel ceaſes to be general. However the next year 
afreghis Converſion he obtain'd his Abſolution, and then there 
wasan end of the Diſpute for a time. For afterwards, becaule 
he did not prove ſo violent a Perſecutor of the Hugonors, as their 
inſatiable and diabolical malice toward thoſe miſcalled Here- 
ticks, would have had him to have been, with an Impiery unpa- 
ralleld, they made no leſs than ewo Attempts upon his Royal 
Perſon, the firft of which not ſucceeding, the ſecond prov'd the 


molt funeſt, and tragical AR of premeditated Rage and Revenge 


that ever contaminated the Profeſſion of Religion, or the belief 


of a God. 


And thus we ſee how ſtrict and nice the Roman Catholick Zeal 
was in ſtopping all the chinks and crannies that might ler in the 
leaſt Air of a Proteſtant Succeſsion. And yet if the Parliament of 
England argue but half ſo much againſt a Popiſh, as the Archbiſhop 
of Lyons harangu'd againſt a Proteitant Succeſsion, the Paraſites of 
Popery cry out, Forty One, and Woe to Monarchy. Nay, they will 
nor allow us the Right of Parliamentary Deciſion, to which the 


' Deſpotick Power of France was forc'd to have recourſe, after all 


the ſhifts and tricks of her refin'd Politicians, as the onely remedy 
ro ſettle the undoubted Appeal of the Subje&. *Tis true indeed, 
there is a time when Truth is not to be ſpoken, and that is, when 
Flattery daunces her Step-ſtatelies with an open confidence over all 
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the Kingdom. Yet Men wirh half-capacities may ealily diſcern 
the vanity of her deluſion through che tranſparent Lawn of flaſhy 
Notion ; and diſcover the wounds of Liberty, through the thin 
covering of meer filmy Adulation. The loud and general com- 
plaints of the whole Nation againſt one particular Perſon, and 
by the Parliament their Repreſentatives, upon their bended 
knees preſented to the Redreſs of Majeſties, can never be thoughc 
to be without a cauſe. Ir is impoſſible that the generality of 2 
Realm ſhould be upon the trail after one Grievance, if they had 
not a very hot ſcent of che preying Inconvenience. Bur here in an- 
ſwer to this, Mr. L'Eftrange moſt obſequiouſly ſteps in,and makes 
a falſe cry, to lead the Chace a quite contrary way, and accules the 
betcer half of the Nation of Phanaticiſm; fairly intimating thac 
according to Calignla's wiſh, the head of the whole Body might be 
cut off with one blow. Which counſel of his, if it were taken, 
would make aftrange motionleſs Trunk of the reſt of the King- 
dom, when his a had invaded the Welfare of hisenvy'd 
Phanaticks, and they had diſpos'd of their Eſtates. The Exchequer 
would ſoon be at a low Ebb, and the Parliament, though never 


ſo generousto their Prince, would find the Purſes of England very 
unableto anſwer their Expectations. For 'tis the induſtrious part 


of the Nation, whic Mr. L'Eſtrange calls Phanaticks and Presby- 
terians, who have all the Harveſt of their laboursto looſe, not the 
voluptuous, who have lictle or nothing to care for, that fill che 

Veins of the Nation with the ſupport of Royal Authority. | 


You cannot blame 'em then, if they are no leſs ſolicitous than 
the Papiſts for the preſervation of their Religion ; or if they joyn 
with their Brethren of the Church of England; for with Mr. 
L' Eſtranges leave, neither Presbytery, nor Independency, are to be 
accompred either Sects or Schiſms, but have equal Birthright with 
Epiſcopacy to the Rights and Immunities of Proteſtantiſm. I ſay 
then, 'ris no wonder that they are as jealous of a Popiſh, as the Pa- 
piſts of a Proteſtant Succeſsion, And all this at a time when the 
ſupport of their grievance is that which feeds and nouriſhes their 
daily and wn fears and jealoulies, and the private Intrigues 
of French Policy ſeem to tend to the verifying of Coleman's Nego- 


tiations. 
K And 


(32) 
fion of Faith prepar'd by the Prelates, and lo ſolemnly reſign'd 
up his Tenents of Proteltantiſra into the hand of the Archbithop 
of Bouroes. 
$ ha | 

Upon this a Truce was concluded, but yer no Peace, nor 
Confirmation of the Succeſsion, both which were refus'd by the 
Duke of Mayenne, till the Pope had given the King his plenary 
Abſolution ; lo irreconcileably obſtinate the Catholicks were, nor 
to bind their Allegiance to their Prince, till their Prince had 
bound his Conſcience to Them. 


I might here continue the ſtory to relate with what reluftancy 
he obtain'd his Abſolution ; bur becauſe his Converſion (atisfied 
the People lo far as to make way for his Coronation, I break of 
where the parallel ceaſes to be general. However the next year 
aftegghis Converſion he obtain'd his Abſolution, and then there 
was an end of the Diſpute for a time. For afterwards, becaule 
he did not prove ſo violent a Perſecutor of the Hugonors, as their 
inſatiable and diabolical malice toward thoſe miſcalled Here- 
ticks, would have had him to have been, with an Impiery unpa- 
ralleld, they made no leſs than two Attempts upon his Royal 


\ Perſon, the firſt of which not ſucceeding, the ſecond prov'd the 


moſt funeſt, and tragical AQ of premeditated Rage and Revenge 
that ever contaminated the Profeſſion of Religion, or the belief 


of a God. 


And thus we ſce how ſtrict and nice the Roman Catholick Zeal 
was in ſtopping all the chinks and crannies that might ler in the 
leaſt Air of a Proteſtant Succeſson, And yet if the Parliament of 
England argue but half ſo much againſt a Popiſh, as the Archbiſhop 
of Lyons harangu'd againſt a Proteitant Succeſsion, the Paralites of 
Popery cry out, Forty One, and Woe to Monarchy. Nay, they will 
nor allow us the Right of Parliamentary Deciſion, to which the 


' Deſpotick Power of France was forc'd to have recourſe, after all 


the ſhifts and tricks of her refin'd Politicians, as the onely remedy 
ro {ertle the undoubted Appeal of the Subje&t. *Tis true indeed, 
there is a time when Truth is not to be ſpoken, and that is, when 
Flattery daunces her Step-ſtatelies with an open confidence over all 

the 
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the Kingdom. Yer Men wirh halt-capacities may ealily diſcern 
the vanity of her deluſion through the tranſparent Lawn of flaſhy 
Notion ; and diſcover the wounds of Liberty, through the thin 
covering of meer filmy Adulation. The loud and general com- 
plaints of the whole Nation againſt one particular Perſon, and 
by the Parliament their Repreſentatives, upon. their bended 
knees preſented to the Redrels of Majeſties, can never be though 
to be without a cauſe. Ir is impoſſible that the generality of a 
Realm ſhould be upon the trail after one Grievance, if they had 
not a very hot ſcent of the preying Inconvenience. Bur here in an- 
ſwer to this, Mr. L'Eftrange moſt obſequiouſly Reps in,and makes 
a falſe cry, to lead the Chace a quite contrary way, and accules the 
betcer half of the Nation of Phanaticiſm ; fairly intimating thac 
according to Calignla's wiſh, the head of the whole Body might be 
cut off with one blow. Which counſel of his, if it were taken, 
would make aftrange motionleſs Trunk of the reſt of the King- 
dom, when his Saaniog had invaded the Welfare of hisenvy'd 
Phanaticks, and they had diſpos'd of cheir Eſtates. The Exchequer 
would ſoon be at a low Ebb, and the Parliament, though never 
ſo generousto their Prince, would find the Purſes of England very 
unableto anſwer their Expectations. For 'cis the induſtrious part 
of the Nation, whic Mr. L'Eſtrange calls Phanaticks and Presby- 
terians, who have all the Harveſt of their laboursto looſe, not the 
voluptuous, who have lictle or nothing to care for, that fill che 

Veins of the Nation with the ſupport of Royal Authority. | 


You cannot blame 'em then, if they are no leſs ſolicitous than 
the Papiſts for the preſervation of their Religion ; or if they joyn 
with their Brethren of the Church of England; for with Mr. 
L' Eſtranges leave, neither Presbytery, nor Independency, are to be 
accompted either Sets or Schiſms, but have equal Birthright with 
E piſcopacy to the Rights and Immunities of Proteſtantiſm. I ſay 
then, 'ris no wonder that they are as jealous of a Popiſh, as the Pa- 
piſts of a Proteſtant Succeſsion, And all this at a time when the 
ſupport of their grievance is that which feeds and nouriſhes their 
daily and vey 4 fears and jealouſies, and the private Intrigues 
of French Policy ſeem to tend to the verifying of Coleman's Nego- 


tiations., 
K And 
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And therefore theſe Mercurius Anglicus's, whoſe Writings are 
onely like ſo many Bills upon their forcheads, where Court-flat- 
tery, and a ſervile Pen are to be hired, do very ill to poiſon the 
* Springs of Truth, from whence thoſe Maxims of Right and Rea- 
ſon flow, that have hung the Ballance of Royal Prerogative, and 
the Subjects W Ifare in ſuch an equal poile, that Juſtice never did, 
and onely Power can turn the Scales ; I ſay in ſuch an equal poiſe, 
that were the Standard bur duly obſerved, neicher Dominion nor 
SubjeCtion would have any occaſion to complain the one of the 
other, according to that Golden Rule of Government, Populum im 
Obſequiun Principum, Principes ad juſtitiam Imperiorum firmari. A Truth 
which they who will not acknowledge are they who will one 
day mourn. if they do not reap the benefit of their more pru- 
dent oppoſicion, who are leſs willing to reſign their Religion 
and their Liberty to a late and fruitleſs Repentance, 


FIANIS. 


